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Media Representation of Community Family as a Fictive Kin and

Youth Discourse:
A Narrative Analysis of Television Documentaries*

Hwanhee Kim**

(Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency, COVID-19 Vaccination Task Force)

The discursive struggle over diverse family structures that is seen in current society questions the range
and the definition of the typical notion of family and makes people think about new forms of
communal life. This study conceptualizes community family, which is a type of a ‘non-typical’ family,
based on the fictive kin theory by analyzing the narrative of eight television documentaries that have
been aired in South Korea since 2010. The subjects of the documentary that depicts community family
are all youths who share generational problems and values, and they form fluid solidarity by sharing
mental and material resources with each other. The text utilized a variety of narrative strategies:
providing contrast and harmony among the characters, adopting a narrative structure that omits the
exploration and the analysis of the causes of a problem, and illustrating only the hopeful image of a
community family. Respectively, the generational problem that should be discussed at the
socio-structural level became the sole responsibility of the youth and community family was only the
second-best option for individuals to respond to the neo-liberal era. In particular, the reproduction of
the idealized and romanticized discourse of the youth devalued the seriousness of the structural
problem that lies beneath. Korean documentaries have featured community family that seemed to
support the discourse of family flexibility. However, the community family’s function and meaning
were evaluated against the normality of the typical notion of family. Due to the narrative that shifts
the responsibility to the individual youth and emphasizes the romanticism of the community, the

* This study modifies the Ph.D thesis of Hwanhee Kim at Ewha Womans University by reanalyzing the
newly added subjects. ©] A= 7183]9] o]sloixlrgtul BAIERS] =1(2019) S tiF FA8IaL, AZg Aol
& F7ke) AR,

** hwanheek20@korea.kr
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possibility of the community family at morphological and practical levels showed realistic limitations.
This context of reproduction is not only limited to the community family of the youth but could also
exist in the reproduction of any kind of ‘non-typical’ family. Interpretating these multilayered
discourses allows us to step dloser to the inherent symbolic meaning of the subjects that are being
represented by the media, such as the community family.

Keywords: Community family, Fictive kin, Family diversity, Youth generation, Television documentary,
Representation
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o] g= ARsle] S = AdgskaL, A S Tasky] 19 7 Sade] A B Al
AAE ek & =4 (33174, 20051 pp. 156-157) 2= Frt. Z1efuf o]t w2 A
WA, opdol S el whel 7P A/MIzve] ol oR el - WA, ekl 7t
= JHie S Aom s 7SS Saskdlen, Al iAo A AgAQl

TSRS sk (7dEl7, 20050 FalRl-Agnlel-zn|A-olsh], 2005 QFEE, 2009)
= Hjzhe wlth

:LEM oA 7S Eet d9le] WskeSs AR ARSlY] 24 wiE d iRl
Ao WA = Azs @AY, 2008; oA, 2004) 32 HAZH o]y
(Giddens, 1982/1983) 0= Q12J5}aL, ARS] xgke] Al H3ks: Fdsi9itt. oA
§ 7150] - 1A 2] v s AXJelE o] 715 T wEoltt. ofof ek A

S g ARS] ZREAIS] BRI, Q1HEHA S1719F e ARslrRe] WiE, wEdhde] Wsh
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Bk53], 20060 9R1sr, 1999)8h, 71 2ok g ele] Q12 Wsle] digh SR A HES
ARG B Yot HAells AL, 71, F 5 =
A7) o) v (1) & TR ol A AAIE dlAlshs sk A 7 9
A (flexibility) (o]A174, 2015) o] A5=HE A1 k. AAR o5 Al FAE &
P 7o A7 4 gltjar QlJshs JilEe] ZIIAA, BINY 7SSl dieh Alms
A7) =0 w= 3l el 7154, 2020).
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Sh= o] FEAY AR e o5 wtiofis 710 715 Rl EAEX] gk nHY 715
£ oGA AFaL kel o] AFE V1S fiA Bl 7|l Hed 71 HA- " 7
o] 715 JidRto 2= Anlap] ofele, Teuh MEH 0R 7] Algsid HHd
g ks Ay 71 F skl T8 Al 7 (community family)D & 7Pde] W=
(fictive kin) o2l A3 7idslstar, =) deju]dl o e]e] AaL 2448 53l nic]o]
AE o] AR gRARI gtel g wAetals) gt
HEH o= wtloli= 1 =it opue} ABIAEe] widn} Al g HES fske
7V Q1 viiAlERs HellA] dige] kvt Al BAskA AdElolgiet. o, gt AR
oA 71E5E Used] ARBLE AslaL RAlolE FA 9l Rk ope), ARixule} HA% A
A3E AN FAEAE Sla) deFHoR F9w molx} o] el wiEE FAE Bis)
I A 9AS sl 918k ¥ Alow she(A47l 1999 23, 1985; ],
2014) =1k, 1 2] Sl AfHACIAEE RoplME 715 T dyPdella, #l
A7E-2 G/ BB FARE 715e] A @A (F - 2ol 418, 2008 714194, 2009:
A4, 20150 &7, 2017 J3le, 2010 &) 2} olelgh A AP -8Ak=2] @4 <12l
HA= Ge(o]H] 9], 2006: ©J8%, 2008 )& Bl olF T3, viemiA) Al
Hal= 7150 g A7 ke wikael @] gk Bl opje) el ofwld
E,

o) L B HAES Selt ARIAAA Heb S8 4 gl Bk ol

=

b=j

A, o] AN Tl TS S %ﬂdoﬂﬁ o3t Uire] 7ol E AE- AY
OR g AW, AR I ARE(EA) 7 191 7 5 7 shuel FEl(dle
9], 2004; W8], 2006; WRA-oIRE, 2009 )2, 7] 2B A Tielge) S|
A Adrge] 7hsstthe ol itk e Ale] /1t & %ﬁm ¥ 52 A 7
=5 ofeke] AR8l4 At vlas) Felef Sesiel el Suel, o Yok A9

1) o] AellA] A 7152 A 9 HA IS AR BRRE i91e] Ha sl BAef nje} ARol|A 71e] o3
< T“EO]'— oleS 7RIZItE il AelxlE ol B EAIE UiRKH) ISl tijk 35A| § EBHoR Wst

T g} o] V1A g 1S ol] F5E ARSIA A A3 AE L 7)sel gig ofslE EdiE, o
?”HXﬂ & A 71 gig Alds A8kt sk Eare] BAels sk ekett oo o] AT ARE T
o] o]gor Ran 7 ks el si1Ee] 1Fel 7kl 3 (fictive kin) (Galvin, 2006) AdS 7ukos
(A A “F=A) 71 (community family) o]gh= £o)& A}gsit),
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A 0= A Rolof & Zlofrt. FAlel|, gl ALSlolx] tiket FEfe] 7ol ZhAlskE A
=0y EoR VIS vl S KA =98 s

471 (normal family) 22 35715 (standard family) B2 ARlEskd 554
o} T3 AldAkg]e] izt Al SEHoR Wil ddolt) o) Fuplos:
WS A, ofdHoR ARIskE B R vleTelA el o8 AX) (B3,
2015: Cheal, 1991/1999)¥t}.

gho] A9, WS FFE she WIS FES AR AP] Ate] Este} dEH
TFoE UM RIESe] Al 1] Ao FAEATHAAEY, 2012). 1960ddell= ﬁlﬁ%
7¥A] ZgAE o] Al(7139, 2016) Har, A FAIE 1% Rt 71 s
& A=A AupHos WEAR VTl A HEe] Axs A (81, 2014
D. 107) ] ab\ﬂsﬂu}

TEA G 0] BAH o= AAlE 1970dels xR FAe] s e enkE
7150 Feig AT ek Sl Hadhosy, V1] 3 AAE sl ¢ 22
o= FAHET, 2002, p. 59)aHA Hrk T1efuh A oR | wAste} o] Fojrt e
A 2lRislet A EslE ATl SRIAA Hlakslar, S go) et w9l Al st
RS tyEzo] FH (787, 2014, pp. 107-109)3P1% 3Lk oA &y sl
ol HE 71T EAlshs P AlBlTE WEEt AiRIefA ] o] FAEHA o F
o}l 1980ATE AR, 252714 oozl dhat 715el9] tlAlql 54olatar & 4= glrt.

ghH, 19903 4k ol IMFE AR A1 3iA] -2 wise] 52k ¢fele &
2l 7gle} o]&g Tk, wREM} At A Gol sk AIRRICKAE, 20131 22,
2008). o]2fgt sfA|9] HFE2 A 07 J|ETo} TR 71E 0 R 2RE e Au(o]FIo},
2013) %, SkeAome 1990dthE <o 7S HEe] AE7F AlRHelA, 2015)F «gt
A AR Bk % ?‘SJE}.
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7Fs73 (o, 2004) Bk 9, 22 2ot 7RISt o2 EdlE o5 tidet 7t
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WHoR Yuske FEAR, K50 94 Feish 3R dol 7FE 2L f28S M
e}, o5& vk Bl 2pilo] ol ¢4 A Z1uks TS A3, ofebe] b
o) Q2SI del FHA B o) ZAVGelt S8, A el wiAlsh o] 5
olek. of= # 7KEFEole] Wil Yo e THIRAE THERe) BAHe) Ege
FASE AYOR FEA /152 ofishe Bl BE AL o, olele) 0
Helsol wa e S A Fo) e 2AS s Ak v, oud 1Ee 3

Tl S B om e eisth ofelat Adiel Feke A ShellA S S |
0] o A mmelshe BEA] 1] TP sk mgolel @ 4 gl
2 wol5g T, o] A Thge) AxowA FEA 5 WA 3
AABA ek 4T FaH AlEe] Ak TFest FEAR, 2% 715 ASH )53} o
& Faeln] LSO TEe) AAIE Holahs A JiRIse) HF o Aefalar, 7
3
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3) TV CiFHIE(Z|Q| 2[H2|E[Qt LY DICI0] 7HS THSQ| MRIM
o] A= Il TEA 715 Bas web] flal delbd vrE s B4 0] viziAlE A
e}, A o wtjols vk FA1A el |k AAE A= 8s) At AR U
2EBE 53t —r‘QLZ]ﬁ# ATdE s Sal BRI &k 1K AEsHA Hvk o] 3
oA wtjol= tisEe] 3 o elteel]l Faks WA o s GE] ARSIl i HEA Ak
o w7 A= 71T, 2010). ofw tholle] Faw) shaeo] Soiskele 4=t vt
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Table 1. Program Information

Program Broadcasting Title Main Topic
name date charaters

The story of young people living as
2030 community families in Seoul and Jeju
Generation  Island to solve urban housing problems
and youth problems

Separately and
2013.09.10. together,
a single-roofed family

|
KBS1 G’;I?o’\ger?oﬁ!gwqudére Generation The story of women in their 20s living in
Qmumentary 2014.11.15. ; rental apartments run by Seoul
Gong-gam men are not allowed 20's \Women i
t0 enter governmen

The story of young people living as
2030 community families in Seoul and Incheon
Generation to solve urban housing difficulties,
poverty, and loneliness

2016.09.11.  Let’s live together

KBS1 2020.07.06. An Unstoppable 2030 Thelstory of youpg people V\{hO retgr.n to
Human ~ Youth Generation Jeju and live with community families
Theater 2020.07.10. 0 19 and rural cooperatives

Do you want to live

together? 2030 The story of young people who left the
2019.11.15. - Chungnam, . city and went to the countryside to find
Generation e X o
KBS? Seocheon-gun, their ‘dreams and jobs
Docurnentary Hansan-myeon
3 days
Y It's okay to fail The g;tory of. young people who were hurt
2030 in the city and went down to the
2020.06.05. - Mokpo . .
. , Generation  countryside to comfort each other and
Okay Town .
live together
SBS . Generation The story of about 50 young people who
Documentary  2019.07.14. An Intermlttent 2030's live by creating intermittent families to
. Family . .
Special Women replace family functions
EBS The story of people ‘Uri dong—ne
‘Uri” We, 2030 Saram-deul forming and living in a
Documentary  2015.09.09. - . ) o
Prime Living together Generation  community family in an era where the

spirit of community has disappeared

Ao} Mzl AeEo] 7RAISHAEE, 2013 22, 2008)SWHA, 20001t $HEH A28
7o) Jele Admehe hebd HE(E, 2008: HR5E, 2006) S8 7K Sl Bl
Q7] Al

= .
olefgt HEe] Wsh= A F= ARgle] VI gl WEs S I ¢ gl
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71 e Aot FAIES o] A 7SS ek s TRk vk, 191 7K, R 7}
= A& 71 S e Fele] A% AEH R FTHESoF AN HXIE-H-27, 2016
pp. 13-21) & AOR dlS3iar olrk. oo} EAlel], Ht ofe] nltjofu} k4] =5 Fall 19
7He e Bekelr] 913 ikl T shkR Al T 52 3 FA7E ARKAEA,
2017; F5olANA- N3 18- A7, 2017 E L ek ol 20000 tH FHRE Tiok
A kel Fejoh -5 A 7ol theh =07t Shagivks AR, o] it 75 Al7]e] B
S H o= kg,

91 =98 EgiR, o] 7= 20104 of% ﬂﬂr MMW At A o] 220
PS dPdoz 7P %éziﬂ TEA 7 A

ol A= 183, (I eINE 213, (Faolre 39E, £ E}%ﬂ* EM" <AW71 B3
(KBS 2=#1), (w2719 2030, (E(F)£718]) Solxte - 119e] Aggion, KBS2 (tF
FlE]E] 3ol & 103He] =5k 3k, MBCO] (FHvht Alhat (bt 2o,
(Tt ZE)ollM= 22t 433} 78, 13S SBSQ) (SBS 213} (2.e 54 v,
54 vhrEeholMe & 159, EBSY] (tht Zepeha} (tht Aldede & 5as o
ApH o7 g ek

5 0 2RSS o] 24 Wl B o3 TP o mA FEA| 71
Lisgol] FateteAlel weh 24k 5 AR o] #pgelld, Eart gkt gsA 71
FeepARE, el Ablol AL =8 A} of9lell A3]A] A A 0wt SRk e 1) A
o] B3 FAZEe] QIH o FEAE sk AEY 2 1d] 58 ARl ol
A7l vhrlE ] = KBS19] (tht g3h 3} (QII=7dellA 49, KBS29] (tHf 3%)
7 SBS9} EBSOA 7+ 81 How & 8Ho] AAHQlc)3)
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7Pl Ao FEA| 715e] Aojell 2s) Adides Ad7dE tarE e S
SAYEES B 20309 g Al S, 3 o) v 2] (KBS1 tHfs st ' 9 =
Al o] 1& 7RH2014))  Aeletar st Faeh seTrAE sk gl 7 o
TEiEe] AdAt Al ol wet %%iﬂ 7159 oloprlE th= WAl Alol7t SIAIRE, &

- o]0l T-Al e A | w8t A, A
S, =3, A l}ﬁk— 7K 5 1 e Sl Al ofw) - vRHIE e o5 &
o] ArhARglelld 7= onlE Feb] ffell, 3] s B8 S oAl ARKI vhees
Aoke] vl Lol @5 A 7150 7E Folstar oItk

thEe & $d¢ese SAS S, e A LSS WIS 5451 %
] A3k AMA R 71 Sl wet Apte o Al Hefd ole®, divks e
72 &3 A wAE sl | desold dE 59, 'ELPE T o], IA% 712013)
o] e M2l A AFE AR BAIA- A4 olE R 3 TS AR
L, 5, 2ol Ae?(2019) M= FIEelRhs 5] A4S 7Rl FdEo] ol EAlE
Rt oz ofete] fAF SEAlETRs B, Rt dsiolu T A 5 54 AR
7do] & A 71 739 A3 0] opdS Holith R, e e w2
ol Tl 7150 S rlsial A WAE FAeRE A os FeAlRe] XY

92 Az Zlo] S4olth. FAld o, 2, o] Hoka(2016) oF 7Rlel HE
(2020) elli= A2 FeAl] 7d€o] 57] o) o]E wig] Alder= of5e] S5, of
A A8 o= T Al sEAlelA ] ofdo] Zkssltt. o

& SEEY Ak FarelM Jpdslet 7hdel o rA el 715
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Qo AAglon saw EE W s AR R AR 4, T el ol wigeld 4ol 7k
o WxomA F5A 750 s SR Hold Al et

4 SBS 2o 054 A0 B A% el FAUE F 500} o ol sk el viet 3¢
100} AIS PR, olSE siulsh el eI A 57 Sl w0l HE 02 Lhrl] ¢ 1%l
A 5 S Aslap) Wl 1A 5312 Al vlzet of5E] dodiiA) tleele). e thiee)
oA AH o R ZHSh= o2 Al 49531 20~30t] WEd FEA|BR EaolAE o5 4 Y] 5
of 22 B9 #42 Al
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B} AL AU W BAE 4 ghe AR B4 AN, @R depEelEe] 3

S EE L 31 £} 71 9012 SelslA k. dndon deld Zeog ujge 5

HAM e 52 SI9PLE ol AR 71449 WA 3 ol 5o s R Tt

el TRa9s ¥R BE e Uk B ARTE(9], Akathappenings) 3
FAlh= A=, W S)olet £l olob(story) o ulge] AdEE el Hs)
(discourse) & +J(Chatman, 1978/1990)H, olepr]&= thA] Add o= wjds ARR1ES]
AR A} o5 sk TRIEY of50] SIXIE M) AGAR REET. =, oloF
7171 el A Folo] dofwtiErFehs B Ulge] wAlebd, dshs "TiAlo] o"A| Hdy]
7Fe] 14 A9le] AR5y} AAH) ogfdt MRS BINE & ARy} EAEEC] A
QA 22 olA} 27| A7 WEe 59 %%‘31‘1 PAds I5TkE ok, 2 849 {7
A A F3l B 4] aE olet & 4 ArH(Chatman, 1978/1990: pp. 20-24).

TAH R, ool HIAE U ARIEY g IE 9 wiES ¥dshe EAEE
(existents)©] Ao =, €] olopr| 52 KBS APAe] Zn|E FHAHQ SollA] AGA
ARl Fo= v Wl ARIEe] BRoRNE FAEE, 5 e e T WslE &
7 F =K Kozloff, 1987/1992: p. 82). AP} & QBEL: FAH 02 2% MAL A<l #4)
She S Qholl EAsl, 54 3k o w9iv1eh S Adslele qEs st
o}, olejgh wWetel|A] Ea1e] AGA FAlAE TER1IES] F3%) A, olEe] ek
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I 5ol A A7) TV sfetebiM, SAll Al 710 el seHow
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oA, 7HEe] Aisk 9.@% & TR el SR Pt o] AriHoz o AY (-
AP, 2003: p. 69) @R ol 5 Aert gk ofeidt Wkl o] dhe] FHA 14
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M= 574 AAe] E3e] A RIFVIS T, A BAE &0 3
7] et A FAES EekaL, A AARIA 5718 vkl ARES
gk, olopr|& ARt ofteo) wet sl 1k 35 WY
ZAER= TrE el 283 Srtolt), of7)A]e] Hal= Odoifi} Aol MALE
o HIXE o] olopr]E HEshs TAIK] -5, Asrle] ozt At olol
wAeA Hhs Bl o e ujAl, d7stet wist, FAlste) viAlste] EAjolAt, ofw
&3 & (process type) ¥ HF7F ARIS Fdsh=t] o 8HAETe] At 18] <
e} o Yol A=Y olelr] ddkg sl Aeleh 2 e 54 Q89S fEshs AlS
2 F719F ol d, Auf Aol gk E-5{(Fairclough, 1995/2004: p. 158) o= &
ojuf T34 Q4 T vhflele] F=e] S, el A A SvlE Slel 3t
W Qo] Meats A5 D8tk AS 758 welth woE ded e aellM Ml
Fhlet = FHAN, g2l whet SAe el SAuRio R QIAS oo} olop|E Y
ah= Ulellolel7}E tieirte 57gab 1= sh, o5 $1A1, =, Al (point of view) ©loF7]9]
AT} AF) | A5a DHEA AAEHKozloff, 1987/1992: pp. 85-96). oldl| o] A+
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2011; Chatters, Taylor, & Jayakody, 1994; Nelson, 2014). 54 ARl &3t 7l9lo]
7Vl FEE sk FURIS 7R Adeld B, olede] EuA-AlEA Azt
(Stack, 1974) FolH, o= It AelF719] SFdat D12 715e] Aol tigh ¢
T, AR 7S FRe] W 5 A AR ofFo] olF o] S S (Johnson,
1999; pp. 373-374)3kaL rh.

AT thER] & 71 FAUER S st 7P 31 el BAE E
Frokal ATk ofF] He] Lz agell= A T FEolA A =°| 5
gt} olg2 = Rl FAER tREs EARIAMY] gt FEd Fd9 29 5
off thgh TA S SfrobALY, thebAQl aks Axeh] S8l 359 & :
7Pl FEomAM Ahd A 1S RIS Hae ofal] AP R yAE o ZRprt
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T 3 Iol AT A wEke UEANF MRE 71EAT] of7ickar welt)5) ‘71sA 7=

Aglol Qe ol me} ke s, K} e

5) S4E 3 @ WO Faw Aelo] AR v e £ BelFe, s 1 q -8 540 Y
131 oloblakgole., A= Shgelebd 48l 1R olobrlol Fae Raker o)) s 1% OM Ap5e] 47 A4
# 23 () v ol 82w oloblge), A % ¥ 1) 42 e g "ola| wEs AlhEol 2ol

AolA] HGL7} H 11 71Ee] Stk Al Gy Aol A el "Ela ik
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w5 Gl T SolH e AR Bk Qg W) 919 el lee it
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(2013)", " & =4 =] S 7IH2014), §2, 7o) Aka(2016) ¢F EBS (th
9o Trﬂ e, 3 AckE 21(2015)' 9] TTRIEES T2 Aol A8, @A
At o] AR TAES sids] Slgk Weko® FE FAE MEstal Qi) o5
Al oiEe] W Bz Ak AE] RS BT B o], 3% V1
HAE) ok sh= Aol WA e R EACM E2 AFHE P A o 2 4= e A
o] dw} x| eB=TH(9-2], o] ola'e] of&E 2u)E) 1 Sk, o 5olA] 35 7150
Q1 7Hre] Ebgs AaS oFletar AAMA AR sasliTe, 5 Ake Aa 3
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5
ot

gk, 2019\6l14] 2020 Atelol] a3 thfalE2l-KBS1 (Il AZgle] &
(2020)", KBS2 (Tt 3%)e] "], o] Aef82(2019) ¢t “dofsi= #MZoK2020)", SBS
(ttell ) o) ‘7H 7155:(2019) 9] APELS T2 wele] A8l 593 Bl 7xvS
sl ol Adstat FEA 715l Fofskar Agltk ol 5ol Al o] FEAH VLS 3
A5 dE AR o]de FAelAY A ow T8 B 20w HARAL
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Hdea} mdofghs 3 -] & offolth. Fud A, thlEg)e] WY AVIE Vees
SEEe] ARFeks 7iIek T Al 79 FAel= A TR Alolrh EARvh: Aolv
2010 ZwHke] vhflEle] & Jde 1] 7H2A 52 SAIUE dobhs d2 AlthzA
ARRIZBAAQ] s st BA o FEAE dAdehar e vt 2010 S T

WEfele] BUEe A 7HRE W] ZAHe] BHS o), 2 BIEE Kl ofEst o

;
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oPHQI AR Sl FERA FEA| 1] 7RIS Askshs gk St
$2], o] 2272(2019) 9 “Aujss MEoH(2020) 2] vHe: FUEL HdEe] TS
AR BRI HARE AT, B AP R wholr] Advfisla HAgks )R] ek
= o7|A 3 Al ol Ao AL weh AAA-EEA AhS oA etk
ARglo] (2020) ol A APFe] A RHNFIAIT, s ek EESH Ao}
ZEzte] kS k= HREo] ST o] Qo "BollA] 2 oA HIES AR 4@
AR vhee] S5 MEE 0 Azt A FEAl] AS 918 AasT} A5 0R w
Folar sl FEe] tg A
gk A THTHIE ] & 9 Q1EEe] A A 7IEale] o] 52 285 F
ol59] 7IXE EHoR Eehfli= & HolFEt) ow|, 2010 ZFHke] thHE el
Al FEA] UE S A TA] e FElRtEA] 191 7 Ade] Sageithd, 2
ol F5A 7S BrHg } 13 o] opd Vs delle] X 0= ololr|sh= 7| AItEe]
B oFaL ATt ole 2 IE AL o]F Mt e Pl 3 7] Ve

9 spIsk 7198 Qag

@ A1 9] tijlelR} 754 Aldle] koA 35 A9t TEA
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