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Abstract

How Media Makes the Elderly into
Welcoming Citizens in the Aged Society

Eunjune Kim
Associate Professor, Daejeon Health Institute of Technology

This study is to analyze the media senior discourses in the aged society which is based on
the idea that ‘what is our society reforming for the senior in the aged society?’. The
formation of senior discourses is ultimately based on how the human being is treated as
an object of discourse according to the demands of the times and how it is formed as
a subject of discourses. As recognized in many previous studies based on concept of
Foucault’s governmentality, in the era of neo-liberalism, human beings are struggling to
increase individual values more than ever before, The elderly are no exception. The senior
discourses produced in government policies, media coverage, and TV programs are
common to the elderly of this age and act as a hero of a welcome and recognized life.
And that it will continue to function as economic subjects. The independence of the
elderly is emphasized by virtue for a wonderful life, and subjective youth is overlaid with
social values that require it to be an entity with socio-economic productivity. In addition,
the role of a senior who takes care of the surrounding people and accepts life maturely
becomes a condition for receiving love and respect for the younger generation. These
discourses relatively reduce the caring accountability of the state and society and push
many real elderly people from the core of ideal discourses to consistently fix them as
decentralized objects.

Keywords: aged society, senior subjects, senior discourses, media representation,
governmentality
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