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The Influence of State on the Structure of PSB and
Broadcasting Regulatory Body

Survey on Political Independence of Broadcasting
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The limitation and scarcity of broadcasting waves provide important ration-
ale behind the idea of public ownership of broadcasting waves which can
facilitate communications among people with diverse backgrounds and values
in the society. Independence of broadcasting industry from the regulatory
organization is imperative for the broadcasting industry to serve the public
interest that has been historically defined by each county. For the Korean
broadcasting industry, history of modern Korea taught us that the broad-
casting regulatory organizations such as Korea Communications
Commission(KCC) should be kept from any political influence for the industry
to best serve the public. Recent controversies on the role of the CEO of
KBS and the appointment of the CEO of YIN by the president of the
country provide evidence that the independence of broadcasting in Korean
society is a critical topic. This study examined the corporate structures of
broadcasting industry and the political independence of the industry in relation
to the changes in the concept of public interest and the role of broadcasting.
It is critically important to investigate the political independence of broad-
casting in Korea because the core argument of independence of broadcasting
which is about the freedom of expression protected by the constitution is
still contested in the country. For the purpose of collecting diverse perspectives
on broadcasting, survey method was adopted in this study. Three groups
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of participants were recruited: reporters, experts in the field, and regular
citizens. The result indicated that the independence of broadcasting was in
the process of deterioration. Also, the participants of the study understood
that it was impossible for the broadcasting to serve the public interest when
the broadcasting was not free from the influence of regulatory institutions
such as KCC.

Keywords: Political Independence, Public Service Broadcasting, Regulatory
Organization, Media Policy
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