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Smartphone Daughtering*,**
North Korean Transnational Family Practices and Mobile Phones
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(Assitant Professor, Chosun University)

This article explores how North Korean migrants living in South Korea maintain intimate relationships
with their families in North Korea via smartphones. In particular, it focuses on the acts of transnational
communication between North Korean migrants and their family members left behind in North Korea.
In this article, transnational communication refers to the flow of ideas, information, goods, money,
and emotion. The existing research on contemporary transnational migration has shown the
feminization of migration and family separation as one of the social costs of migration. Studies have
shown that transnational migrants have developed some solutions for responding to the care needs of
left-behind family members and the maintenance of relationships within such transnational families
depends heavily on mediated distant communication. In addition, studies have revealed that despite
their physical absence due to migration, the gendered family roles of women as wives, mothers, and
daughters persist in those mediated family practices. Similarly, given the legal impediments to social,
cultural, and economic exchanges between the two Koreas, the North Korean migrants have
developed informal or illegal solutions to continue emotional and practical care for their family
members in North Korea. Recent technological developments enable them to create new forms of
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social interaction, communication, and participation that transcend state borders, which are largely
mediated by smartphones.

Drawing on a two-year ethnographic fieldwork, this study attempts to understand how North Korean
immigrants use smartphones to maintain transnational family relationships. In doing so, this article
understands the use of smartphones by North Korean migrants as an integral part of their
transnational family practices and transnational communication. This article consists of three sections.
It first reviews the existing ethnographic research on the link between transnational family practices
and media use. Then it delivers the story of Mi-young, a North Korean female migrant, who has been
maintaining an intimate relationship with her elderly parents and younger brother living in North
Korea in a situation of extended absence. Mi-young's transnational family practices have been
interwoven with her attempts to reduce the vulnerability of life. Although her decision to migrate is
made mainly to reduce the economic vulnerability of her family, her physical absence significantly
limits her ability to offer daily practical care for them. Mi-Young has been trying to deal with this
contradiction by performing emotional and economic support from a distance with her smartphones,
which | term 'smartphone daughtering' in this article. This article sheds light on the acts of
transnational daughterhood, which have been overlooked in transnational family communication
research with an overwhelming interest in motherhood.

Keywords: Smartphones, Transnational Families, Transnational Communication, North Korean
Migrant Women, Daughtering
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BEE ALt shhs =7PF gAH R o5 s AE sshs Zolth &3 I

et Fa3k ofsplo] Ao R wEAlE T, YAlol FHIOIE 59

AL Alehel] 71 77} S7ksto] thef bt 107t i Aem ARkt €, 2018, 22

). 02 shhs vl ARl ARE BhS wupk] 5o ofFgk Aot &8 gENT

S Baf= o5 1990dH A 9171 o5 Bt AR SR AR = A& AL
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o} EAHS oFEAlsE |2z 20081 o] HE Qekigst B3 AR A THa S A
HaPAA AKBIATH @k T5%, 3t 25%). efd = 201199 o] 94971 A3t
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T 20159 W =9d ARl TS AlRtele], @Al Bkl 2719] 3G EAlde] ¢

w3 QitHWilliams & Schiess, 2022). &971991 1R o=lat Wi=els oo

AHIE ARk v, 19719991 73S WIS gPo R AR|AE Alggitt 2010

Eolx] Hile] o] FHs) AR i o STISISICES) o] 5Hst ARRO] Hake: B3k Q9]

o'g sl why] Rgw) gEe A 2010 Suk o1F B3k 7)o ARE G vkl

Z=rtEEo] Wt o] Hshs GdHR] Al diinte] opet, A4 &E-S vilehs
31 %

Al Q] miAl & 2k AAeHKim, 2020: Williams & Schiess, 2022).9) 753

9] FAAR] ofs st IESIS 7R S| S4] Ie ARhEo], =7 %ﬂ(-ﬁrz}
&4 s, JEdl 9 ¥He Adeta e AelckFang, 2016 Kim, 2014, 2019:
Williams, 2019). olel3t 7|&4] 554 590 25714 715 23S te ele] 7499t

ApHEA Gk 71E ATES AT AT A el Ae] IRl AR IE dARs
TIEOR PN JE S TG 2P wipl ARUAlRIA S 0% ANEIAE, B3t 71
H AL ok 7KEEo] el H3lell Hol Qs 7R ARSI BE3le) A

(Madianou & Miller, 2011b)3} kel H5o|c),

SHARE T2 AR Falige] Aloke] BlellA] Z=7H F1le] HA @S ensiAle
T} Eeol|A] ofgste] ke A o2 Nl ARl SRS FE 4 Woll A FaEw
H3F ARBlolA] e oo} 27 AfrUAlIAS vislissic. BalellA] vlgA#9l ofF
A3 AR 19900 Eek} St 7ke] W 7S 8] el ARSEHA] s eletA ket
ot} e adeldt 2lEy) v AR 19900 B8k ral sl dA|e] ofu} o)A,
AU AR, A Fol A= ARellA Azket A 91715 AATH Draudt, 2022: Kim,
2020; Koen & Beom, 2020, p. 7). QA 53te] =7} vl A|AV) ajshy B ARFE0]
ATl Fa3 BES vl AAR] APdellM s Saix] it 59] S w74 A9

AFelks ool AARE Fag At e FEgon A, F3e Bl nTA

&2

°]3ﬂi YT 7RIS 2008 169490l 1oy, 2012 2wt ., 2015 30094, 201613 3797 L.
=39 (Kim, 2019), 2022xd0ll= thef eWieAd s € Aog 4 D} Williams & Schiess, 2022). 744 7}
C”ZH—OH gk AEE A gle Aot ejdaet A4 1A 75 A8l FAAR1 o) F st ARz AMEALe] 4
= A8 B Ao ® FAHErHWilliams & Schiess, 2022).
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B s}aﬁu}. NS0 70 5 oA R9ae) 57 % Pl (A 2Eoke
237 AT Aol THHL, oleld AAE F50) Ha o5e] RO of
Fal wPoln) Fad Bvh BTk, 2023). ol MIEAER A4 B ke

A
53l AR3le] Al AAEIE 2189t Draudt, 2022: Koen & Beom, 2020: Mun &

Jung, 2017).

Bao] AlAs) AL 7| 7FA FAl)e) ke Eulkelodt Draudt, 2022). 20024 Eah
ZAE7E AR AP (nIE) & 8188k H=ER1 o] FAARI1 APl FAESICE Al
FollA9] A S 7T R EEhe 7197t Alse] AlEEe] FAEET, oS A

23 PYAATHKim, 2020).10) E3he- kA OJ, 187 afa1 AA Exo] 7}
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o] Etale] Y| ek A Aok 7S w4 l 917 Sol A w7 A 2=lo] &)
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FAbepaA, w2 AlFEe] AN dah A S SckEAE, 2022; w3t 9,
2018, 20%). o2 el Hlsle] we] 2H=allA e o2 Al 53] 71EohdE el
A B]1E Sl Flo] 8RlE= Al APdolxe] A EE-e ofdEe] FE ol FRATH I
AR 8], 2018). A7 e AN Eeel S7PE weke] AlHska ARelH A, 53] 7t
= Al PRl WskE ThAsitiar it 1ol wE, AARGRIEA e ofd A3 A
3h= ofdEo] A S 7o R A Sxs Tl RS AkligaL Eoe @
Howe 32 odE Apololn AN FAEAS] A tigh Fhow A& Fthe 7|9ls)
= 3ol T7I8IItHKim, 2020).

o vete] Z=7HQl i ol PRI AR, B3 o5l 2571 offs= ael #
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3) St 015 0442 O|CI0] AKS 27517
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ez okl o] el LA | A o A AIEE Eel] 53 ol o3 Aol
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Figure 1. North Korean village seen from the Sino-Korean area (left)
A view point to see North Korean villages (right) (Photos taken by the author, July 2018)
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F igure 2. Inside a tourlst souvenir shop in the Sino- Korean area (left)
A sign for smuggling at the shop entrance (right) (Photos taken by the author, July 2018)
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