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Abstract

Online News Portal Service and Changes
in News Distribution
Big Data Analysis of Naver News in 2000-2017

Haeyeop Song
Ph.D., KAIST

Jay Yang
Manager, Fox Soft

This study analyzed 80,428,892 news articles circulated by the Naver, which is the largest
online portal in South Korea, from April, 2000 to February, 2017. Naver News started an
online news service from May 2000. Naver has had the greatest impact on the news
distribution environment. This study classified the historical period into four categories:
a) a financial newspaper centered supply, b) a diversification of news organization
due to sports news monopoly, ¢) a wire services centered supply, d) explosion of
entertainment news supply. The results show that the concentration of news is gradually
decreasing. However, considerable caution must be required in interpreting the results
since this study focuses on the whole of the published news, not considering the degree
of exposure to the readers. It rather confirms that we need to discuss their accountability
as a platform. This study suggests a description of the portal news status for future
discussion.

Keywords: portal news, online journalism, news distribution, web scraping
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